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REMARKS 

Claims 1-10 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over 
Appleman (US Pat. No. 5,839,704) in view of Robalino (US Pat, No. 
5,585,849) . 

Claim 1 has been amended to incorporate subject matter of 
dependent claims 4 and 5 . Amended claim 1 recites that in the area 
of the first handle, a locking sleeve is provided for locking in 
position an extendable extension body guided within the basic 
body, and the end of the first handle facing away from the basic 
body includes connecting means for receiving an external feature 
comprising a belt clip or a support post. 

Neither Appleman nor Robalino shows such connecting means. 
Appleman discloses in Fig. 5 bottom mount • means (threaded mount 
80) at the bottom end 14 of vertical rod 10 for attaching a camera 
mount 5 to a separate tri-pod, mini -pod, other camera mount or a 
similar device. In contrast, the connection means according to the 
invention is provided at the end of the first handle, not at the 
bottom end of the vertical rod. Owing to the belt clip means, the 
stand of the invention can be carried for a very long time period, 
since the weights of the stand and of the device to be supported 

and_ car ried will be opt imal ly — distributed . See "Appl icantf r s" 

specification, page 3, last paragraph. Accordingly, claim 1 and 
the claims dependent therefrom are believed to be patentable over 
Appleman in view of Robalino. 

Claims 1-10 have been provisionally rejected under 35 U.S.C, 
§ 101 over claims 1-10 of Application No. 09/859,970. Application 
No. 09/859,970 has now become abandoned. Thus, this rejection is 
believed to be moot. 
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In view of the above amendments and remarks, all claims are 
believed to be in condition for allowance, and reconsideration and 
indication thereof are respectfully requested. The Examiner is 
encouraged to telephone the undersigned attorney to discuss any 
matter that would expedite prosecution of the present application. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ROGER LINNECKE 

By : y^^f^^c^ a C^ = ^^_ 
feeverly bv Hjo^h 
Registration No. 32 , 033 
Attorney for Applicant 

WEINGARTEN, SCHURGIN, 

GAGNEBIN & LEBOVICI LLP 

Ten Post Office Square 
Boston, MA 02109 
Telephone: (617) 542-2290 
Telecopier: (617) 451-0313 

BEH/dkh/309078 



-6- 



WEINGARTEN, SCHtfJtolH, 
OAGMEBXK & LBBOVICZ LLP 
{£11) S43-22B0 
4S1-0XH 



PAGE 818 ' RCVD AT 7/23/2004 2:41:28 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/6 * DNIS:8729306 * CS1D:16176950892 ' DURATION (mm-ss):02-38 



